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“Damascus Doings” 
AUGUST 2019 

  

 

“TO LIVE FOR CHRIST IS TO STRIVE FOR HOLINESS AND SEEK THE LOST” 



 PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVES 

  Is Change Really Possible?  
 What a difference one day can make from June 24th to June 25th. All at once all things become 

new. Moving to a new church, a new community. Surrounded by everyone who are new to us. 

Things become new again! It is that way when we drive. Very rarely do you find a highway that 

bends gradually over a long stretch of road. Usually roads run more or less east or north or  

whatever for a time, then, all at once we turn and go in a completely different direction. So, it is with our walk 

with God. We run in one direction for a time, then there is a turn that sends us off in a new direction. Not that 

the first straight stretch of road was a bad one; we needed it to get us to the turn. But the real progress is not in 

hours of driving but after the turn. It’s like the Smokey Mountains in Tennessee or out west in the Rocky  

Mountains. We have been driving alongside the mountains and all at once the view radically changes, the air 

becomes cool and crisp, the aroma of pine causes us to breathe deeply. All at once everything changes. 
 

  My life was changed all at once when I went to an evening service in my home church (Cambridge Christ 

UMC). I was awakened by the power of the Holy Spirit and realized I needed a savior! My life drastically 

changed at once when I accepted Christ. My direction, my eternity changed, my identity changed. First steps are 

scary. They stretch us and push us out of our comfort zone. But even though they may be uncomfortable, first 

steps are essential to moving forward into God’s best for our lives. Those first steps to the altar changed my life 

forever. 
 We can change. According to Jesus, the battle for change is actually waged in the heart, the seat of our de-

sires (Matt. 15:17-19). Real transformation happens when our most dominant desires match what God desires. 

Until then, willpower will be a flimsy defense against the relentless, sinful passions of our flesh. The good news 

is that Jesus came to change our hearts—to cause "rivers of living water" from God's Spirit to flow out of us and 

shape the way we live (John 7:37-39). This is what sets the Jesus way of change apart from every other self-help 

strategy—He changes us from the inside out! 
 Colossians 3:1-5 gives us a three-fold pattern for how "inside-out" change happens in our lives: 
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the 

right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now  

hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires 

and greed, which is idolatry." 
  If we want to make a change, we must look at three things: Start in the right place. "You have been raised 

with Christ" (v. 1). Join the battle."Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature"  

(v. 5). Focus on Jesus. "Set your minds on things above, where Christ is" (v. 2). Here's the most powerful  

principle for change. The key to being like Jesus is to focus on Jesus. We are changed by Jesus as we 

are withJesus! We were made to be satisfied in God. That's why real transformation requires that our hearts and 

minds be set on Jesus. As we movetoward Jesus, we move away from our sin. 
 I am sure we can share stories when our life changed after experiencing God. Perhaps you too were all at 

once awakened to the reality that God is always at work and invites us to join Him in His work. He invites us to 

join Him in a loving relationship. Following God often involves a crisis of belief, major adjustments and a  

God-sized vision. 
 My life was changed all at once the night I met my wife. Yours likely was too when you met that special 

someone. All at once my life was totally changed. God has blessed me with a Godly woman! A wonderful 

mother to our children. Speaking of change, my life was changed all at once when our children arrived. The  

precious gift of life. The responsibility of being a husband and a Father. We are so blessed to have Jasmine, 

Katelynn, Tyler and Sarah as children.                  (Cont.) 

“DAMASCUS DOINGS” 

 From your Lay Leader … 

 
(Cont.) De-Distracted          August, 2019 

It wasn’t always this way. There are still those among us that  

remember a time when church was a priority in society, a time 

when you knew that you would see all of your friends and  

neighbors every Sunday morning. They say you can never go 

back. True enough. And in many ways, we wouldn’t want to go back, even if we could 

but that’s OK. We are called to be in the world but not of the world. Romans 12:1-2 

And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give your bodies to God because of 

all he has done for you. Let them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find 

acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. Don’t copy the behavior and customs 

of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you 

think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, which is good and pleasing and 

perfect. 

So, while the world offers all kinds of distractions and temporary pleasures, know that it 

is only by following Jesus Christ that we can have true lasting joy and He deserves all of 

our praise and glory. Join me in “de-distracting” your life and recommit or continue to 

be committed to serving, worshiping and growing in faith today. 

 

Positive Hope 

As I write this today (7/21/19 – Yes, I am late. Sorry Dina), we got the news that Elise 

(Steer) Buttermore has gone home. God prepared a place for her in heaven long ago and 

now she has a new heavenly address. Even though this world was blessed to have Elise 

for ninety-one years, it was a shock because as far as we know she was doing fine just 

yesterday. It’s almost impossible to mention Elise without saying “Skip and Elise”  

because their great love affair lasted over seventy years before being temporarily  

separated by death. Skip and Elise were our mentors when we joined this church.  

Together and individually they touched so many lives over the years. So, while we 

grieve, we can rest assured that they are now both in heaven seeing Jesus face to face. 

Elise is most certainly singing with a heavenly choir of angels. What an awesome 

thought and what a great example to try and live up to. I know there is no sadness in 

heaven but I hope there is good hearted mischief so Elise can give Skip “that look” and 

joyfully shake her head just like she did so many times. See you someday soon Elise. 

 

Steven Sprague – Lay Leader 

stevespra@gmail.com 

cell 216-789-4650 

“DAMASCUS DOINGS” 
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         SALT NEWS 

                             SOULS AFTER LIVING TRUTH 

 

AUGUST SALT 
 

8/4 SALT 6-8 pm 

8/11 SALT 6-8 pm 

8/18 SALT 6-8 pm 

8/25 SALT 6-8 pm 

     ** Updates will be announced at meetings and via texts ** 

Questions: text or call Phil (330) 614-1163 

“DAMASCUS DOINGS” 

DUMC Community Breakfast 
Saturday, August 17:  7:00 A.M.-10:30 A.M.  

 

      Public welcome.  Proceeds will go to the Mission Trip.  

   Mark your calendar and plan to come! Thanks for your support! 

 From your Lay Leader … 
 

De-Distracted          August, 2019 

Wow is summer ever going fast! Maybe it’s because we had 

such a wet cold spring/early summer but it seems like summer 

just started and now it is August. I hope that all are having a 

great summer anyway and enjoying the beautiful weather that 

we are finally having. It is so great to see all of you in church 

each week. It is awesome to see all of the smiling faces when up at the lectern and 

wonderful fellowshipping  

before and after church in the narthex. It is so hard to get to church these days. We now 

have so many activities competing for the time of worship that God desires. In order 

just to get to church we have to miss the morning baseball practice or game, the  

morning news programs, the horse event, the TV golf, the tennis match, the basketball 

game, the Hallmark channel movie, the Sunday morning podcast, the YouTube feed 

and on and on… We might even have to change our schedules around and feed the 

cows earlier, move laundry time to later, make that tee time in the afternoon or  

Saturday, save the news paper for later, leave for vacation later or come home a day 

earlier. And that’s just the tip of the iceberg. It takes commitment and dedication to put 

aside all of this stuff and spend time praising and worshiping Our Lord.                                                                                                                      

                          (Cont.) 

PASTOR’S PERSPECTIVES  (Cont.)    
 Things change after you turn to Christ! When His will becomes your will, buckle up for one amazing 

adventure! Me a Pastor? Run! Hide! 
“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to 

be pastors and teachers, to prepare God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ 

may be built up. Ephesians 4:11-12”  
 I ran from the calling God placed on my heart until I couldn’t run anymore! All along this struggle I was 

asking of concrete evidence and little by little many verbal and nonverbal clues were passed for me to  

digest. God works in and through other people! While the Holy Spirit was clearly present my willingness to 

make excuses suddenly ended one Saturday. 

  “I ended a prayer with you have never failed me, Lord whatever your will is I will do it. There was a 

Daily Bread that was located to the left of me and the pages began to turn unexplainably one by one. No 

wind, our air was not on, placed perfectly in a level surface. 
In awe I reached over and with the page stopped. I read the title “Are You Ready?” With Acts Chapter 13 

Verses 1-5 highlighting the page the plan God has for me started to become crystal clear.  "While they were 

worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, "Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to 

which I have called them". In all walks of life Christ alone can fit ministers for their important work, and 

call them to it. There are stories of when people would ask my grandpa about entering into the ministry. He 

would tell them either you are called or you are crazy. You are crazy if you weren’t called to actually go into 

the ministry. I consider myself humble and know that this call is not of my flesh nor of my will but of the 

Holy Spirit.” 
“No one takes this honor upon himself; he must be called by God, just as Aaron was. Hebrews 5:4” 

My life was changed all at once again! The scenery and locations may change but I am so grateful that 

God’s love doesn’t change! My life has been changed a number of times as I have had significant  

encounters with God. Formative experiences and relationships are those that have had lasting effects. They 

have molded and shaped us. God’s intimate involvement appears in our formative experiences and  

relationships. We can examine in fine detail of times when God seemed particularly and intimately  

involved. Over time we can pause and recognize God's overarching plan, the broad strokes of His work in 

our life.  David didn’t suddenly achieve prowess with a slingshot on the day when he met and killed  

Goliath.  God had allowed David some time to gain experience in sheep pastures, where he learned skills he 

could use for God’s purposes. Likewise, my story is no different. I recognize and have to appreciate the 

many important formative experiences throughout my life and recognize that I am on a journey. The journey 

where grace is abundant and an inward transformation flows in outward response to God's love and mercy. 

Think about this, God’s people are always on a journey. Abraham to Canaan. Israel through the wilderness. 

Jesus to Jerusalem. Paul to Rome. The disciples to the uttermost parts of the earth. The Church of Jesus 

Christ is always going somewhere. In our case, Damascus, our church family, we’re all in the car together 

and we recognize who is driving. With the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, we are following the will of God. 

We have a mission to the world. We are growing up to spiritual maturity. God is always taking us from here 

to a new there. God’s journey is about adventure, it involves risk and challenges, and it’s about a changing 

landscape. It means not camping anywhere too long, it has a destination we always need to keep in mind, 

and it has a roadmap. The journey promises to be both exhilarating and exhausting. We’re often tempted to 

get comfortable and settle down but that is when God reminds us, we’re not there yet! So here at Damascus 

we are always on the move to make and mature disciples for the transformation of the world! What a  

difference God will make!     Pastor Matt 

 

“DAMASCUS DOINGS” 



“DAMASCUS DOINGS” 

            Preschool News 
                        Things are pretty busy at the preschool now. Even though we don’t have 

       students yet, we are busy moving in to our new office and rooms. We are 

excited with all the changes. Please continue to pray for our 2019-20 school year. Pray 

for our staff to have a peaceful and blessed summer. Pray for our future students and 

their families. 

We are still in need of a couple teachers’ aides. If you know of anyone that 

might be interested, please let me know. 

            We still have spots available. If you know of anyone interested in preschool, 

please give them the church number or give me their number. I will be happy to talk 

with them.  

 Remember we always take donations of paper, greeting card fronts, craft supplies, 

etc.  

Many Blessings, 

Andrea, Amy, Hannah & Linda 

ROAR VBS August 12th – 16th 6:00pm – 8:00pm 
CHILDREN:  PreK – 6th Grade 
ADULTS: Register to help or attend adult class 

 
At Roar VBS, kids discover that even though life gets wild, 
God is good. Roar is filled with incredible Bible-learning 
experiences kids see, hear, touch, and even taste!  
Sciency-Fun Gizmos, team-building games, cool Bible 

songs, and tasty treats are just a few of the standout activities that help faith flow 
into real life. (Since everything is hands-on, kids might get a little messy. Be sure 
to send them in play clothes and safe shoes.) Plus, we’ll help kids discover how to 
see evidence of God in everyday life—something we call God Sightings. Get ready 
to hear that phrase a lot! A link to this event has been added to our website and 
Facebook page.  

To Register your Child you can do so by going online: https://
vbspro.events/p/events/55e344 or if you prefer paper registration it will be 
available at the Welcome Center. 
We need volunteers from Crafts to Teachers! You can sign up to volunteer online: 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/55e344 or see Crystal Wilson. 

“DAMASCUS DOINGS” 

STEWARDSHIP  Page 

Praises 

Janice Ward– outpatient surgery went well 

                    Joann Dobbs– home 

                    Sheila Lucas– good report on medical report 

                    Jan Hoover– good report after surgery 

 

Prayer Requests 

Bob Coffee– Peace and comfort 

Eldon Morckel– throat cancer, treatment 

Rosey Zeigler– Blossom for rehabilitation 

  Beverly Mosher (Deb Hawk’s Mother)- health issues 

                               Mary Farkas (Sandy Dearth’s Sister)- spine surgery 

                              Lori Dearth– healing, surgery 7/12 

                           Linda Moulin– heart cath 7/8 

               Ukraine Mission Trip– 7/15-07/30 

                                                           Sheila Lucas– oral surgery 7/17 

 

 In Christian Sympathies to the  

 

 Family of  Judi Bistarkey  8/16/1954– 6/19/2019 

 

Family of Earl Johanson 8/11/1927– 6/22/2019 

 

                       Family of Nancy Coffee  3/16/1931—6/27/2019 

 

                       Family of Joe Freshley  12/25/1938 - 6/29/2019 

 

                    Family of Brock Mason 5/18/2010– 7/3/2019 

 

                    Family of Elise Buttermore  5/16/1928– 7/21/2019 

 

                  

   Thank you: Dear Damascus UMC Family, We want to express our thanks         

   for your kind words, the many hugs, the lovely send off dinner, and the  

beautiful signature quilt. We have appreciated our time of ministry service with you, 

and trust you to continue on in faithful service and in loving care for each other. We 

remember you fondly, and hold you in our prayers. Thank you for all you have done for 

us. In God’s Love, pastor Vernon & Karen Palo 

https://vbspro.events/p/events/55e344
https://vbspro.events/p/events/55e344
https://vbspro.events/p/events/55e344


 
Child Safety Monitor 

4: Carey Weingart  
11: Mark Muckleroy  
18: Brian Coffee 
25: Mike Mincks  

 
Yuke Jam Sunday School 
4: Grace Williams 
11: Tracie Stitle 
18: Rich Yoder 
25: Treva Miller 
  

Greeters 
4:  
11 & 18:  Al & Donna Lutz 
25: BJ Schrickel &  
          Donna Lutz 

 

Worship Assistant 
Carolyn Caldwell 

 

Lay Speaker 
Steve Sprague 

 

Coach/Van Driver 
Jerry/ Art 

 
 
 

Counters 
Kathy Knoedler & 

Barb Karlen   
 

 

*** If you are unable to serve 
in your time slot please find  
your own replacement 

 
Anniversaries 

 

13: Carey & Jamie Weingart 
15: Fred &Janice  
       McPherson 
  Jerry & Tracie Stitle 
  Tim & Anissa Citino 
20: Steve & Dina Sprague 
22: Pastor Bob & Nancy  
  Amey 
   Scott & Michelle Papic 
27: Ray & Mary Kay Heverly  
31: Larry & Victoria Battles 
 

 

Workers 
 

 

Nursery/Wee Worship 
4: Jamie Weingart 
 & Emily Tedrow  
11: Tracy & Shaylee  
          Muckleroy   
18: Barb Heverly  
 & Abby Heverly 
25: Shaunda & Lleyton  
            Uphold   

 

Jr. Church 
4: Troy Uphold  
 & Landon Stitle 
11: Steve & Joey Sprague  
18: Lois Niederhiser 
    & Andrew Coffee  
25:  Troy Uphold  
    & Katie Tedrow 

 

 

 
 
 

            
 
 
 

August Birthdays 
 

1:  Sue Johanson 
4:  Lauren Stitle 
     Carly Phillips 
5: Dorothy Walther                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
8:  Carol Flickinger 
10: Marge Hrvatin 
  Al Lutz 
  Thomas Niederhiser 
  Scott Papic 
11: Tyler Wilson 
12: Katie Tedrow 
14: Brinley Bauman 
15: Carolyn Caldwell 
16: Jenean Lamos 
17: Janice McPherson 
18: Kathy Landon 
  Dick Schaffhauser 
  Drew Wandle 
19: Janice Hoover 
20: Marion Peters 
22: Dalton Mincks 
24: Janice Bennett 
  Barb Karlen 
25: Bob Altenhof 
28: Catherine Baird 
      Grace Williams 
29: Willard Martsolf 
30: Jodie Keck 
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      As you have probably noticed, The Trustees have been working 

on           several projects in and around The Church. 
  

- The bus garage roof has been replaced with a new 30 Year shingle system. 

- Four windows have been replaced, completing the window replacement project start-

ed in 2010 with the Ruritan Room. The replaced windows were in the Pastor's Office, 

Secretary's Office, Work Room and Pre school Director's Office. 

- Several improvements have been made at the Annex in preparation of a new renter 

who will be moving in August 1. These items mainly include, drywall repair, painting 

and carpeting in areas that have been worn over time and were in need of replacement. 

- Painting and carpeting of one bedroom along with other minor repairs were made at 

The Parsonage prior to Pastor Matt and family moving in. 

 The A.D.A. restroom project will be completed by the end of July. The flooring  

material has been on backorder, but will be arriving shortly and the project will be 

quickly finished. 

- You will see other improvements being made in the Education Wing including paint-

ing of classrooms, painting of the corridor and new ceiling tile so that this area will 

match with the North / South corridor that was completed last year. 

 A pair of double doors will be installed at the West end of the education Wing to  

separate this area from the rest of the facility. These doors will not only aid the space 

in security but also will allow other programming to take place within The Church 

while Preschool is in session. Preschool will be operating in this wing with drop off 

and pick up taking place at the East door adjacent to the Ruritan Room. 

                      Rummage Sale Is Coming!!! 

                         Friday, Aug. 3 and Saturday, Aug. 4 
 
 

DMW RUMMAGE SALE: Friday August 3, 9:00am– 4:00pm  & Saturday  

August 4, 9:00am– 1:00pm. The proceeds from this sale go to a variety of missions 

and requires a lot of dedicated folks who willingly give of their time. On that note, we 

are asking for volunteers to help in a variety of ways. There is a sign-up sheet in the 

Narthex if you are led to help. Also, we are having a bake sale and are in need of 

baked goods. There is also a sign—up sheet for that. Please help in this vital work, the 

Lord will surely Bless you. If anyone has questions, see Donna Lutz, Bette Schrickel. 

Jean Phillips or Mary Kay Heverly.  



Damascus United Methodist Church 

AUGUST 2019 
“TO LIVE FOR CHRIST IS TO STRIVE FOR HOLINESS AND SEEK THE LOST” 

 

      Sunday                            Monday                        Tuesday                      Wednesday                   Thursday                      Friday                        Saturday 

                     
                                   

 
 

                    
 

 

 
                   1                       

 
6:30pm Finance Committee Meeting 
7:00pm Church Bible Study 
7:00pm Ruritan Board Meeting 

 

                  2 

Rummage Sale 9:00am– 4:00pm 
                 
                                                  

                   3 
Rummage Sale 9:00am– 1:00pm 
 
 
6:30pm Bible Study at the Lucas Home 
 

                   4  

Communion 
9:00am Sunday School 
10:10am Worship  
6-8pm SALT  

                   5                

7:00pm SPRC Meeting  
 
 

                  6 

8:00am West Branch Ministerial Meeting 
 

                  7 
8:30am Men’s Breakfast 
              
6:00pm PAC Meeting 

                     8  
 
6:30pm Ruritan Meeting  
7:00pm Church Bible Study 

                      9 
 
 
 
 

                 10 
 
 
6:30pm Bible Study at the Lucas Home 

                 11 
9 am Sunday School  
10:10 am Worship 
6-8pm SALT 
 

                 12 
 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 6-8pm 

                  13 
 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 6-8pm 

                 14 
 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 6-8pm 

                 15 
 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 6-8pm 

 
 

                 16 
 
 
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 6-8pm 

                 17 
7-10:30am DUMC Community Breakfast  
 
6:30pm Bible Study at the Lucas Home 

                 18 
9 am Sunday School  
10:10 am Worship 
6-8pm SALT 
 

                 19 
 
6:30pm Church Council Meeting 
 
 

                 20 
!0:00am Preschool Meet the Teacher 
 
7:00pm Preschool Meet the Teacher 

                 21 
8:00am Salvation Army Breakfast 
 

                 22 
 
 
7:00pm Church Bible Study 

 
 

                 23 
 

                 24 
8:00am– 12:00pm TOPS Workshop in                                             
Fellowship Hall 
 
6:30pm Bible Study at the Lucas Home 

                 25 
9:00 am Sunday School  
10:10 am Worship 
6-8pm SALT 
 

                 26 
7:00 p.m. Trustees Meeting  

                 27                   28 
 
12:00 Noon Lunch with Pastor Matt 

                  29 
 
 
7:00pm Church Bible Study 

                  30                 
 
 

                                    31 
 
6:30pm Bible Study at the Lucas Home 
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